
Teacher Activities for 
Secondary Literacy

In celebration of America’s 250th anniversary, Savvas invites you to guide your  
6-12 literacy students in exploring our nation’s history through activities and 
 a “Hook & Inspire” feature from our award-winning myPerspectives® program.  
These resources are designed to help students make meaningful connections  
across diverse media sources and spark engaging classroom discussions.

 
NOTE:  
All activities and links should be reviewed/previewed by teachers/educators  
first to ensure that the content is appropriate for students and meets district 
community guidelines.



Engage your students’ imaginations and connect them INTO, THROUGH,  
and BEYOND the text of the Declaration of Independence with these  
suggested sources. Use any or all of them throughout the lesson. 

Hook & Inspire for 
The Declaration of Independence

“Freedom,” Song by Pharrell Williams
Get students thinking about freedom with this video of a live performance by Pharrell Williams. 
 

Pawn Stars: William J. Stone Copy of the Declaration of Independence
Share this reality-show clip in which a customer hopes to sell a rare early copy of the  
Declaration. As an alternative or in addition to this video, share a clip from a more recent  
episode of Pawn Stars that features an original copy of the Declaration:  
Million-Dollar Deal for the Declaration of Independence.

National Archives Foundation: The Charters of Freedom
Share this infographic celebrating the Declaration and other foundational documents  
of the United States. The site also offers a more detailed brochure and a PDF version  
of the infographic
 
The Writing of the Declaration of Independence
Build student interest with this short video that provides context for the Declaration  
and emphasizes the document’s timeless importance. Scroll down to locate the  
embedded video below the second paragraph.
.

INTO:  
Choose from among these ideas to launch students into the text.

By clicking the highlighted text, you will be leaving the America 250 campaign and entering an external website (third party) that may contain content or resources for adults. Take note that  
certain links may require you to create a login to access the content. Savvas Learning Company LLC does not guarantee, approve, or endorse the content, resources, or products available at  
these websites, nor does a link indicate any association with, or endorsement between third parties and Savvas. The linked website has its own legal terms, policies, privacy policy, and community 
guidelines, which we recommend that you review before supplying information to the websites or their products and services. Savvas does not control these third-party websites and is not  
responsible or liable for the performance of these websites, their services, accessibility features, or any of the content and resources contained on them.

https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Te7_thXIb8o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nY0E7fNmSS4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tcABhDUp_Z4
https://archivesfoundation.org/archives_in_dc/rotunda-for-the-charters-of-freedom/
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/October-31/king-speaks-for-first-time-since-independence-declared


Frank and Ernest Cartoon:  “We hold these truths ...”
Share this comic with students after they have read paragraph 2 of the document.

“The Declaration of Independence” Scene from Amistad
Share this scene in which John Quincy Adams, son of John Adams, discusses the influence  
of the ideals expressed in the Declaration of Independence.

Origins of July 4th (Listenwise)
(Time code 0:00–4:04 or to end) Play this radio discussion, which explains some of the facts  
and fictions surrounding the Declaration of Independence and the celebration of July 4th.

Declaration Descendants
Share this advertisement in which descendants of the Declaration’s signers recreate  
the famous John Trumbull painting.

Mary Katharine Goddard, the Woman Who Signed the Declaration of Independence
Share this article about a woman who played a significant role in the Declaration’s  
creation but whose name has been lost to history.

Declaration Resources Project: Printables
Use the Declaration-related infographics and other resources on this Harvard University website.

How America Misunderstands the  Declaration of Independence
After students have read paragraph 3, play this video in which political theorist and  
Harvard professor Danielle Allen explains how a typo in the Declaration’s first printing  
has affected our understanding of the text.

King George’s First Parliamentary Address  After the Declaration of Independence
After students have read paragraph 33 and viewed the list of signatures, have them  
read this short article to learn how King George reacted to the colonists’ Declaration.

THROUGH:
Sustain student interest by using any or all of these ideas.

BEYOND:
Go beyond the lesson by sharing  these connections with students.

By clicking the highlighted text, you will be leaving the America 250 campaign and entering an external website (third party) that may contain content or resources for adults. Savvas Learning 
Company LLC does not guarantee, approve, or endorse the content, resources, or products available at these websites, nor does a link indicate any association with, or endorsement between  
third parties and Savvas. The linked website has its own legal terms, policies, privacy policy, and community guidelines, which we recommend that you review before supplying information  
to the websites or their products and services. Savvas does not control these third-party websites and is not responsible or liable for the performance of these websites, their services,  
accessibility features, or any of the content and resources contained on them.

https://frankandernest.com/search/index.php?iid=183883
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3rpHa7RLvc8
https://app.listenwise.com/students/events/474-origins-of-july-4th
https://www.ispot.tv/ad/wOHo/ancestry-declaration-descendants-july-4th
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/mary-katharine-goddard-woman-whose-name-appears-declaration-independence-180970816/
https://declaration.fas.harvard.edu/resources/printables
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AqiFMiQeXNQ
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/October-31/king-speaks-for-first-time-since-independence-declared
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Teacher Activities for Secondary Literacy
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LITERATURE CONNECTION

About the Author

Tracy K. Smith was the 
poet laureate of the United 
States from 2017 to 2019 
and has received numerous 
awards, including the 
Pulitzer Prize, for her work.

“Declaration” is an example of erasure poetry, in which a poet 
creates a poem by deleting or blacking out parts of an existing 
text. Erasure poetry summons a new text out of an old one; it 
may challenge the original text or it may suggest a dialogue 
between the new and the old.

 INTERPRET This erasure poem is based on the Declaration 
of Independence. How have the meanings of “he” and “our” 
changed from the original source?

Declaration
Tracy K. Smith

He has

    sent hither swarms of Officers to harass our people

He has plundered our—

     ravaged our—

    destroyed the lives of our—

taking away our—

     abolishing our most valuable—

and altering fundamentally the Forms of our—

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for 
Redress* in the most humble terms:

       Our repeated 
Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury.

We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration 
and settlement here.

     —taken Captive

    on the high Seas

      to bear—

5

10

15

*redress (rih DREHS) n. making up for a loss; compensation

22 UNIT 1 • WRITING FREEDOM
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TEACH

LITERATURE CONNECTION  
This poem provides a contemporary 
connection to the Declaration of 
Independence. You may opt to teach and 
discuss this poem with the whole class or 
assign it to individual students. 

 INTERPRET 
POSSIBLE RESPONSE

Students may say the poem suggests the 
experience of African Americans. The 
appearance of the words oppression and 
injury suggests enslavement, and the last 
three lines support this reading. 

LITERARY ELEMENTS SPOTLIGHT
Erasure Poetry  Introduce the idea of erasure 
poetry, a form of found poetry which makes use 
of existing text to convey another message. Explain 
that some erasure poetry is based on well-known 
documents. For example, Ronald Johnson’s Radi Os 
is based on Paradise Lost. Travis Macdonald created 
The O Mission Repo from the 9/11 Commission 
Report. Show students that even the titles represent 
the erasure of some parts of the original. Some 

poets use contemporary newspapers to create new 
poems which present the ideas of the news from 
another perspective.

Explain to students that erasure poetry is also called 
blackout poetry. In some forms of erasure poetry, 
the black bands of redaction are part of the poem’s 
presentation. Erasure poetry has been shared 
through social media.
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Literature Connection using  
Declaration by Tracy K. Smith

This poem provides a contemporary connection to the Declaration 
of Independence. You may opt to teach and discuss this poem with 
the whole class or assign it to individual students. Also, you may 
want to do a spotlight on this type of poetry.

By clicking the highlighted text, you will be leaving the America 250 campaign and entering an external website (third party) that may contain content or resources for adults. Savvas Learning 
Company LLC does not guarantee, approve, or endorse the content, resources, or products available at these websites, nor does a link indicate any association with, or endorsement between  
third parties and Savvas. The linked website has its own legal terms, policies, privacy policy, and community guidelines, which we recommend that you review before supplying information  
to the websites or their products and services. Savvas does not control these third-party websites and is not responsible or liable for the performance of these websites, their services,  
accessibility features, or any of the content and resources contained on them.

https://savvas.com/
https://savvas.com/
https://www.threads.net/@savvaslearning
https://www.instagram.com/savvaslearning/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/SavvasLearning/
https://twitter.com/SavvasLearning
https://www.youtube.com/c/SavvasLearning
https://www.linkedin.com/company/savvaslearning
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/147468/declaration-5b5a286052461

