
Additional Practice for 
Your Structured  

Literacy Classroom 

SOUND-SYMBOL 
ASSOCIATION 

in Words Their Way: Classroom

What is Sound-Symbol Association?
Once students develop phonemic awareness, they must learn the alphabetic 
principle—how to map phonemes to letters (graphemes) and vice versa.

Why is Sound-Symbol Association important  
in learning to read?
Students must be able to associate phonemes (sounds) with letters 
(graphemes) in order to learn to decode words. As students develop  
sound-symbol association for the 44 sounds of the English language, they  
are able to decode unfamiliar words. 

How does Words Their Way Classroom support the 
development of Sound-Symbol Association? 
• Picture Sorts give students extended sound-symbol correspondence 

practice as students sort pictures by consonants, digraphs, and blends. 

• Word Sorts provide additional skills reinforcement of previously  
taught sound-spelling correspondences when students sort words by  
word families, short vowels, and vowel patterns. 

• The program also provides alphabet/letter games such as Sound Line, 
Letter Spin, and Initial Consonant Follow-the-Path games, and Push  
and Say activities. 



SOUND: SYMBOL ASSOCIATION 
PRACTICE ACTIVITIES 

from Words Their Way Classroom
s, h, and Digraph sh

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 S
A

V
V

A
S

 L
ea

rn
in

g 
C

om
pa

ny
 L

LC
. A

ll 
R

ig
ht

s 
R

es
er

ve
d.

 Sort 13: s, h, and Digraph sh 51

s h sh

s, h, and Digraph sh

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 S
A

V
V

A
S

 L
ea

rn
in

g 
C

om
pa

ny
 L

LC
. A

ll 
R

ig
ht

s 
R

es
er

ve
d.

 Sort 13: s, h, and Digraph sh 49

s h sh

Sort
13

In this picture sort, 
students practice 
by cutting out 
and then pasting 
and pasting the 
pictures to match 
the pictures to the 
appropriate letters.

In this digital practice activity, students 
drag-and-drop words to the correct 
category based on sound: symbol 
correspondence for the mixed vowel 
families of -ash, ish, and -ush. 
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In this writing sort, 
students write words 
that match to the 
correct short vowel.

Short a, e, i Words  
With Beginning Digraphs
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