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Development of Civilizations

The Great Wall of China
The Great Wall of China once stretched over 13,000

miles across northern China and is one of the greatest

engineering projects on Earth. It was built and rebuilt

over hundreds of years to prevent invasion and

regulate trade. Today, however, much of the wall

has disappeared due to natural erosion and human

damage. The Chinese government works to protect,

restore, and maintain the wall, which is a significant

artifact of Chinese history.

Your Turn!
Think of a historical structure in your community that

might need to be preserved and protected. What steps

could you take to help people become interested in

preserving it? Share your ideas with a classmate.
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Citizenship in Action
How would you like to go to school in a

castle? At different points in time, this castle,

the Castillo de La Mota, in Spain, was used

as a prison, an archive, and a school. But it

was originally built around 1400 CE, during

the Middle Ages, as a fort to defend nearby

residents if the area came under attack.

Your Turn!
Communities today take many actions to

protect their citizens. What are some of the

public safety services in your area? What can

you do to support them?
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AMERICAN HISTORY 
Beginnings to 1877

Sailing Ships
For much of the country’s history, sailing ships have

been a primary means of transport for people and

goods. When early European settlers came to the

colonies in the 1700s on sailing ships, it could take

them 50 days or more to cross the Atlantic Ocean.

For Americans travelling west to California in 1860, it

took about 28 days by train. In that same year, it took

only 33 days to cross the Pacific Ocean by steamship;

by 1890 it took only 5 to 6 days to cross the Atlantic.

Today planes cross the country in a few hours.

Your Turn!
How is life in your community affected by the

movement of people and goods? Share your ideas

with a classmate.
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Celebrating Kentucky
Access custom content for Kentucky on Savvas Realize. Everything you 
need to meet the Kentucky Academic Standards for Social Studies can 
be found in your unique table of contents.



Digital Support 

Student and Teacher Edition eTexts 
are available online and offline. 

Teachers can also search for 
assignable content by Kentucky grade 
level standards within Savvas Realize.
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1. Go to SavvasRealize.com

2. Click SIGN IN

3. Use these credentials:
Username: KY_SS_Demo
Password: Welcome1

Questions? Contact Your Savvas Account Manager.
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@SavvasLearning
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