
Citizenship in Action
The American flag is the most important 

symbol of the United States. Its 50 stars 

represent the 50 states. The 13 stripes stand 

for the 13 colonies that declared independence 

and became the first 13 states of the United 

States of America. 

Your Turn!
List words describing what you feel when you 

see the American flag. Use the words to write  

a poem or song to share with the class.
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Citizenship in Action
The people on Earth speak many languages 

and have a variety of cultures. Many people 

bring their languages and cultures to the 

United States when they move here. 

Your Turn!
What languages and cultures do you have 

in your class? What can you all do to learn 

about each other’s cultures? 

KENTUCKY
Social Studies

KENTUCKY
Social Studies

K
EN

TU
C

K
Y So

cia
l Stu

d
ie

s

Savvas.com

ESS22_SE02_KY_CVR.indd   1 25/06/21   11:27 AM

Citizenship in Action
The world has much more water than land. 

There are five oceans and many seas, lakes, 

and rivers. We all need water to drink. 

Animals and plants need water, too. 

Your Turn!
What can you and your friends do to protect 

the water we all need?
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Citizenship in Action
The American flag is a symbol of the United 

States. These children are painting a flag 

mural to celebrate our country. 

Your Turn!
What can you do to celebrate our country? 
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Citizenship in Action
The Liberty Bell is an important symbol of 

American freedom. It hung in Independence 

Hall in Philadelphia for over 200 years. 

People rang it on important occasions, 

such as the first public reading of the 

Declaration of Independence. It was rung 

for the last time in 1846 to celebrate George 

Washington’s birthday.

Your Turn!
Think about what your community or state 

means to you. What would you choose to 

be its symbol? Tell a partner why you made 

that choice.
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Citizenship in Action
Many people volunteer their time to help 

their community. These young people are 

painting a mural to make their community 

more beautiful and clean. 

Your Turn!
Have you ever given your time to help 

people in your town or neighborhood? Share 

your story with a partner. How else could 

you volunteer?
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Kentucky’s Geographic Regions

Celebrating Kentucky

Settlement of Kentucky
People have lived in Kentucky for thousands of years. They 

have made use of the abundant natural resources, and their 
lives have been shaped by the geography of Kentucky. 

Kentucky’s Geography
Six different geographical regions are found within Kentucky. 

At the eastern end of the state, you can find the Mountain 
Region, also known as the Eastern Coalfields. This is part of 
the Appalachian Mountain range. Immediately to the west 
of the Mountain Region is the Knobs region. Cone-shaped 
and rounded hills are found there. The Knobs is shaped like a 
horseshoe and surrounds the Bluegrass region. The Bluegrass 
region is characterized by gently rolling land. It’s named for the 
grass that grows there.

Moving south, the Pennyroyal region has trees, lakes, and 
many caves. The Pennyroyal region surrounds the Western 
Coalfield. Coal deposits and farmland are found there. Finally, 
at the far western end of the state is the Purchase, or Jefferson 
Purchase. This is where the Mississippi River flows.

1. Analyze How might the geographic features of Kentucky 
create challenges for settlement?
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Project-Based Learning

Migration and Settlement
People began to migrate from the British colonies to Kentucky in the late 1700s. These settlers helped to shape Kentucky. Their impact is still felt today.

Your mission is to collect information, answer questions, and make a digital presentation about  migration to and settlement in Kentucky. Your Quest should   address the following question: “How did migration and  settlement have an impact on Kentucky?”

1
Ask Questions

Below are some questions and ideas for you to think about as you do your research.

1. When did European people begin exploring Kentucky?
2. Why did settlers decide to migrate from other colonies  to Kentucky? 

3. Discuss the impact that settlement had on the Native Americans already living on the land.
4. How did the settlers survive and support themselves?
5. Describe how life on the frontier of Kentucky differed  from life in other colonies, such as Virginia and North Carolina.

6. What evidence of early settlement in Kentucky  
can you still see today?
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Project-Based Learning

Kentucky Standards
4.I.Q.1 Ask compelling questions about migration and settlement.

4.I.Q.2 Develop supporting questions to answer compelling questions about migration and settlement.
4.G.KGE.1 Compare how the movement of people, goods and ideas in Colonial America and modern Kentucky were affected by technology.
4.H.KH.1 Identify and describe the significance of diverse groups of people in Kentucky from European Exploration to the Thirteen Colonies.
4.I.UE.1 Integrate evidence from two or more sources to answer compelling and supporting questions.
4.I.CC.1 Construct an explanation, using reasoning and relevant information, to examine the causes and effects of an issue around migration and settlement.
4.I.CC.2 Construct an argument with reasons and supporting evidence on the challenges and opportunities people face when transitioning to a new community.

Migration and Settlement
Kick O�

Read aloud the question that the Quest should address. Explain that people have always migrated to different places to find new homes and opportunities. Explain that the Quest for this chapter will involve creating a presentation about migration and settlement in Kentucky. 

Encourage students to talk with their partners about migration and settlement by asking each other questions, such as: Why do people move around? What would it be like to settle in a new place? What challenges that this causes to the people who already live there? Review each of the steps that students will take to complete the Quest.

1  Ask Questions
Read step 1 with students. Discuss with students some of the reasons European people explored Kentucky, the impact it had on Native Americans, and how European settlement still has an impact on Kentucky today. Tell students to keep these ideas in mind when they conduct their research.

Support for English Language Learners
Writing: Provide support as students create a presentation about migration and settlement in Kentucky.

Entering: Have students draw pictures showing some of the experiences of early settlers to Kentucky. They should show how settlers lived. Have them add words as they are able to.
Emerging: Provide students with a list of basic words and phrases that might be used to describe the lives of early settlers, such as difficult, shelter, farming, frontier, and hunting. Review the meaning of the words and have students select words they will use in their presentations.
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Celebrating Kentucky

Settlement of Kentucky
People have lived in Kentucky for thousands of years. They 

have made use of the abundant natural resources, and their 

lives have been shaped by the geography of Kentucky. 

Kentucky’s Geography
Six different geographical regions are found within Kentucky. 

At the eastern end of the state, you can find the Mountain 

Region, also known as the Eastern Coalfields. This is part of 

the Appalachian Mountain range. Immediately to the west 

of the Mountain Region is the Knobs region. Cone-shaped 

and rounded hills are found there. The Knobs is shaped like a 

horseshoe and surrounds the Bluegrass region. The Bluegrass 

region is characterized by gently rolling land. It’s named for the 

grass that grows there.

Moving south, the Pennyroyal region has trees, lakes, and 

many caves. The Pennyroyal region surrounds the Western 

Coalfield. Coal deposits and farmland are found there. Finally, 

at the far western end of the state is the Purchase, or Jefferson 

Purchase. This is where the Mississippi River flows.

1. Analyze How might the geographic features of Kentucky 

create challenges for settlement?

Possible answer: The mountains and hills might have 

made it challenging to travel to and around the area. 
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Celebrating 
Kentucky

Prepare to Read

Ask: What were the reasons European settlers migrated to 

and settled in present-day Kentucky? How did cultures of 

diverse groups interact, blend, and have conflict? Instruct 

students to keep these questions in mind as they do the 

reading.

Settlement of Kentucky

Kentucky Standards

4.C.RR.1 Describe the importance of civic participation, 

and locate examples in past and current events.

4.E.KE.1 Predict how producers in colonial Kentucky 

used the factors of production to make goods, deliver 

services and earn profits.

4.G.KGE.1 Compare how the movement of people, goods 

and ideas in Colonial America and modern Kentucky were 

affected by technology

4.H.KH.1 Identify and describe the significance of diverse 

groups of people in Kentucky from European Exploration 

to the Thirteen Colonies.

4.H.CE.1 Utilize chronological sequences of events to 

explain causes and effects of historical developments 

from European Exploration to the Thirteen Colonies.

Support for English Language Learners

Speaking: Have students ask questions as they listen to instructions 

read aloud.

Entering: Read aloud the first sentence in the “Kentucky’s Geography” 

section. Then write the following question on the board: What is 

“geographical?” Read the question aloud. Ask students to repeat 

after you. Then provide them with clarification about what the word 

geographical describes. Ask students to express the meaning of 

geographical in their own words.

Emerging: Read aloud each paragraph on page KY 28. Ask students 

to come up with a wh- question about what they just heard. Have 

students answer each other’s questions. Provide clarification as 

needed.
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Chapter tests 
are aligned to KY 

standards!

Celebrating Kentucky
Access custom content for Kentucky on Savvas Realize. Everything you 
need to meet the Kentucky Academic Standards for Social Studies can 
be found in your unique table of contents.



 Digital Support 

Student and Teacher Edition eTexts are 
available online and offline. 

Teachers can also search for 
assignable content by Kentucky grade 
level standards within Savvas Realize.

Use the INFO button for each 
piece of content to get a quick 
overview of which Kentucky 
standards are addressed.
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